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Belfast Computer Clubhouse launches unique multi-media project for young people

A Belfast community group today launched a unique cross-community multi-media project aimed at improving knowledge, skills and understanding among young people from the west Belfast and Greater Shankill areas.

Springvale Training Ltd launched its Belfast Computer Clubhouse project, funded with a grant of £468,216 from the Big Lottery Fund’s Change UR Future programme. 

The innovative Belfast Computer Clubhouse project, the only Clubhouse in the world with two locations on either side of the peaceline – the Spectrum Centre on the Shankill Road, and Springvale Learning Centre on the Springfield Road - brings young people aged 8-18 from different backgrounds together using technology such as web chats, digital art, animation and video production.

The vibrant initiative gives young people access to state-of-the-art computers, software and training in a range of activities such as computer music, digital art, 3D modelling, animation, video production, digital photography, web design and robotics.

This unique cross community approach is encouraging staff and young people from both centres to work towards developing tolerance, understanding and friendship and community workshops and field trips involving young people from both the centres take place regularly.

It is hoped that this technology will give them the opportunity to explore their own interests, gain a passion for learning, and develop the skills and techniques that will boost their self-esteem, confidence and could lead to further education and employment opportunities.

Jamie, 10, who regularly attends the project, said: “The computer clubhouse is fun because you get to learn new skills and meet new people and make things. I really like Photoshop because I can put my head on a famous person’s body or be in a wrestling ring if I want. The mentor is very kind and lets us do as many things as possible. I make the most out of the Computer Clubhouse.”
“This last year has been truly heart warming and overwhelming experience as I have watched clubhouse members change together, learn together and create together”, said Clubhouse Coordinator Louise Feeney. “With the support of the Big Lottery Fund, since April 2007, members have taken a great step forward to succeed together, not only on a creative level but on a Cross Community level also.”

 Paul Cavanagh, Chair of the Big Lottery Fund’s Young People’s Fund, said: “The Big Lottery Fund worked closely with young people to deliver the Change UR Future Programme.  A number of young people sat on out decision-making committee and successful projects like Belfast Computer Clubhouse are clearly demonstrating that young people are at the heart of designing, developing and implementing the programmes.

“This important project is helping young people be healthy and contribute to their community by funding activities that will make a real difference to their lives.”
PRESS CALL AND PHOTO OPPORTUNITY
You are invited to the official launch of the Belfast Computer Clubhouse project at Springvale Learning, 200 Springfield Road on Wednesday, April 30, 2008 at 11am.  Web chat link up will happen shortly after 11am.
Photo opportunity at 12 noon : Involving multimedia demonstrations by young members
Present will be staff, young people from the project, and Paul Cavanagh, Chair of the Big Lottery Fund’s Young People’s Fund
For further information contact Andrew Kennedy, Big Lottery Fund Press Office on 07788 640 791 or Louise Feeney on 02890242362 or Elizabeth Donaldson on 028 90419904.
Notes to Editors 

· The Big Lottery Fund rolls out close to £2 million in Lottery good cause money every 24 hours which together with other Lottery distributors means that across the UK most people are within a few miles of a Lottery-funded project. 
· The Big Lottery Fund, the largest of the National Lottery good cause distributors, has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since its inception in June 2004. It was established by Parliament on 1 December 2006.
· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to Good Causes. As a result, over £20 billion has now been raised and more than 250,000 grants given out across the arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.
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