										1st July 2009
BELFAST COMPUTER CLUBHOUSE LAUNCHES ITS FIRST ARTS AND DIGITAL MEDIA FESTIVAL 
The Belfast Computer Clubhouse (BCCH) has launched its first Arts and Digital Media Festival giving young people in Belfast the opportunity to change the face of technology and be part of a worldwide initiative. From 1st July – 28th August, the young people of the BCCH will invite their peers to join them in exploring technology in an inclusive, cross community environment.
The theme running throughout the festival is “No Limits” which reflects the limitless creative potential of young people. Through a series of digital media workshops, cross community and cross border collaborations, participants will create, invent and design to reflect their own interpretation on the festival theme.
“We chose the theme of ‘No Limits’ to reflect the never-ending creativity of our young people, says Clubhouse Coordinator Geraldine Cunningham. We want to share this enthusiasm with the wider community by opening the festival to the public and by working closely with other organisations we hope to spread the Clubhouses infectious creativity.” 
The BCCH has recently received global recognition at the Intel Computer Clubhouse Network (ICCN) Kudos Awards in New Mexico, for its ‘Significant contribution to the community it serves.’ Building cross community relations is at the heart of the BCCH ethos and this accolade is testament to the ongoing work of the Clubhouse.
As part of its 2009 Festival the BCCH will be holding its first Children’s Photography Competition in partnership with the Community Arts Forum (CAF) and facilitating Digital Media Workshops as part of the Féile Festival Programme 2009. Mervyn Smith, Belfast Exposed, Tina McCann, West Belfast Partnership Board, Ryan Darragh, CAF and Patrick O’Neill, IT Tutor, Springvale Training Ltd, will judge the submissions and pick the winner and runner up. 
For further information on how to get involved in the BCCH Festival 2009 please contact Geraldine Cunningham Clubhouse Coordinator on 028 90 242362 or visit our website at www.belfastclubhouse.org
The BCCH Arts and Digital Media Festival 2009 is funded by Belfast City Council’s Festival Fund.
Thanks to a four year grant of £468,216 from the Big Lottery Fund’s Change UR Future programme, the Belfast Computer Clubhouse continues to change the lives of the young people it serves.
The Belfast Computer Clubhouse would like to thank the Big Lottery Fund and the BCCH Steering Committee for their continued support.
Notes to Editors
1. The Belfast Computer Clubhouse opened its doors on the 1st August 2005 on the Peaceline between the Springfield and Shankill Road in Belfast. The BCCH is a creative, multimedia learning environment where young people, aged 8-18 can explore their own creative interests and become confident learners through the use of technology. The Computer Clubhouse is a vibrant environment with state-of-the-art computers and a variety of software and technological tools for use on projects in the visual arts, video, robotics, music animation, web and graphic design. 
2. The BCCH is part of the worldwide Intel Computer Clubhouse Network which has positively changed the futures of young people in over 100 disadvantaged communities in 22 countries across 5 continents.
3. The BCCH is sustained by a grant awarded by the Big Lottery Fund in 2006 
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